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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742








March 5, 2014







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, March 5, 2014.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

 

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Absent: 


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville 
Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Justin Champlin


Chief Deputy Assessor of Ascension Parish 

Sid Hebert



Brown & Brown Insurance

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Supt.

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst
Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technician
Tiffany Weber


Accounting Specialist
Will Tyson



Executive Director

                                                            * * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  







* * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the February 5, 2014 meeting  as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  








* * * * *

President John Grezaffi recognized Mr. Justin Champlin, Chief Deputy Assessor of Ascension Parish.  Mr. Champlin advised the board that the assessor’s office recently received a federal grant that they plan to use to complete a mapping project of the parish to include salt caverns.  He said the salt domes are not currently listed, and the assessor is asking to broaden the scope of what they are doing so that the domes are taxed.  Several of the salt domes are in the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District.  This will generate additional millage for both the parish and the levee district.  Commissioner Barry Soileau asked if they planned to begin taxing now, or will they go back in time to tax.  Mr. Champlin said they can go back three years, but they plan to just start from here if the property owner acts in good faith.   Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the request, and authorize President John Grezaffi to sign the document on behalf of the levee district.  







* * * * *







A meeting of the Equipment Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 3:45 p.m., Wednesday, February 19, 2014 the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Moise LeBlanc, Chairman

Harry Marionneaux, 1st Vice Chairman

Nickie Rockforte, 2nd Vice Chairman

Earl Matherne, Member 

Glenn Angelle, Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-officio Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Member

Absent:

None

Also Present:

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Gerald Alexander 

Commissioner Daniel Hebert 

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

1.
Discuss the sale of used equipment through the sealed bid process -  Commissioner


Moise LeBlanc advised the committee that he is requesting modifications to the


previously approved Proposed Equipment Sale by Sealed Bid 2013/2014.


The additions include:


1.  2005 Chevrolet Suburban


2.  1997 GMC Truck


3.  1993 Grader Caterpillar 120G


4.  2 – 2008 Bush Hogs


5.  2 – 2006 Bush Hogs


Mr. Tyson stated that since the new clippers are in, we want to add the old


ones to the proposed list of equipment to be sold.  Mr. Tyson said he feels we should get 


good prices on these since it is early spring.  We are hoping to open bids at the April 


Board Meeting.  We also have some old Motorola radios that are broken and chain 


saws and pole saws that we would like to add to a junk lot to be added to the equipment 


sale.  We should have all the information available at the next board meeting.  Motion 


by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, seconded  by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte 


and unanimously carried to approve the list of equipment to be sold, including the 


new additions.  

There being no further business, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, and

unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Chairman



/s/Harry Marionneaux, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Nickie Rockporte, 2nd Vice Chairman

/s/Earl Matherne, Member


/s/Glenn Angelle, Member



/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman



Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, Chair of the Equipment Committee, reported the committee discussed the sale of used equipment through sealed bid process, modifying the list to be sold.  Mr. Tyson suggested we schedule the next Equipment Committee to open the bids one day prior to the next Board Meeting.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to schedule the bid opening on April 1, 2014.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Equipment Committee as presented.  








* * * * *







A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday,  February 19, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Harry Marionneaux called the meeting to order.  President John Grezaffi appointed Commissioner Earl Matherne to serve on the committee for this meeting to assure a quorum.  The following members were present:

Harry Marionneaux, Chairman

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

Moise LeBlanc, Member (arrived late)

Earl Matherne, Member

Barry Soileau, Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 

Commissioner Cory Chustz

Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Board Attorney

1.
Discuss a request from Iberia Parish Council to consider participating in the costs


of repairing Teche temporary road repair and bayou drainage projects –  Mr. Tyson


advised the committee that on February 6, 2014, we received a letter from Iberia


Parish Council requesting that we consider participating in the costs involved in


the Teche road repair and drainage projects.  He said he thought they were planning to 

send someone to the meeting, but no one is present.  Mr. Tyson forwarded this information to Commissioner Glenn Angelle.  Commissioner Angelle explained to the Council that we don’t have money for these types of projects.  He thinks they actually wanted money from Teche Vermillion, not Atchafalaya Basin Levee District.  Motion by


Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Bill Flynn, and unanimously


carried to table the matter until a member of the Iberia Parish Council requests to appear 


before the committee.

2.
Discuss Musson bridge replacement – Commissioner Karen Jewell reported that the


bridge will be closed on May 1, 2014.  The contractor for the project is Sea Level


Construction.  They reported the bridge should be completed in 90 days.  The


bridge in Ramah will be open on April 30,  2014.

3.
Discuss USACE condemnation suit – Mr. Tyson advised the Corps of Engineers


is in a condemnation suit.  There are several tracts of property that the Atchafalaya


Basin Levee District is in the title chain, showing up as a potential owner, based 


on Corps research.  The area is near Buffalo Cove.  This is a water control project for 
water management.  The Corps of Engineers is just putting us on notice that they will go 
through a condemnation process on these tracks of property.  We may have a claim on 
one or more of three different  tracts; one for 170 acres, 45 acres, and 275 acres.  Board 
Attorney,  Steve Marionneaux, advised that this is an eminent domain procedure they are 
going through, similar to the Pointe Coupee Project.  No action is required by us.  The 
Corps of Engineers is advising us for informational purposes.   No action is required from 
the Board of Commissioners at this time.

4.
Request to amend the Intergovernmental Agreement for the Ascension Parish

Assessor’s office Aerial Imagery and Technology Project – Commissioner Gerald


Alexander advised that this project is a carryover from last year due to the growth


of Ascension Parish.  Mr. Tyson advised the committee that they want to amend


the original agreement.    They are requesting approval to hire appraisers to determine


fair market value for salt caverns.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander stated that


he will go to the assessor’s office to see if he can get a representative to make


a presentation at the regular board meeting.  Commissioner John Grezaffi asked 


the committee to refer this matter to the board attorney and he requested that


Commissioner Alexander request that someone from the Ascension Parish


Assessor’s Office appear before the regular board.  

5.
Discuss topics for the Washington agenda – Mr. Tyson advised the committee that


packets from last year’s meeting have been provided for members.  No projects have


been completed because there has been no money.  We are requesting the same


thing this year, in addition to a reach of levee in Iberville Parish near Bayou Sorrel.


If any commissioner wants to comment or add anything, please call Mr. Tyson.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner

Earl Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Harry Marionneaux,  Chairman


/s/Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member



/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman



/s/Earl Matherne, Member



/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux advised the board that five items were on the agenda for the Executive Committee, which was held February 19, 2014.  Mr. Tyson told the Commissioners that in reference to Item #1 concerning the request from Iberia Parish Council, the Council requested to appear at tonight’s meeting, but later cancelled.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee as presented.  








     * * * * *







A meeting of the Insurance/Finance Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, February 19, 2014, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Daniel Hebert called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Daniel Hebert, Chairman 
Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

Moise J. LeBlanc, Member

Karen Jewell, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman
Absent:

Cory Chustz, 2nd Vice Chairman
Also Present:
Commissioner Gerald Alexander
Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte

Commissioner Barry Soileau

Sid Hebert, Brown & Brown Insurance

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro, Accounting Technician

Cecil Tessier, Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney
1. Discuss Director and Officers liability policy – Mr. Sid Hebert with Brown and Brown Insurance appeared before the committee.  He reported that he and Mr. Tyson looked at our insurance coverage last year and discussed wire transfer coverage.  In reviewing our total coverage, we found some concerns over our current coverage today.  There were issues about the Commissioners liability, as well as hiring outside contractors, etc.  Mr. Hebert presented the commissioners with an overview of the Public Officials Liability Coverage, which would cover all employees, as well as the commissioner.  This also covers our outside contractors who are hired to do work for the District.  This additional coverage would eliminate deductibles and would include coverage of punitive damages in Federal Court.  Motion by Commissioner Bill Flynn, seconded by Commissioners Earl Matherne, and unanimously carried to accept Option #3 for the limit of liability of $5,000,000 and crisis management fund of $25,000, at a cost of $13,744.60 annually.

2. Discuss insurance coverage checklist – Mr. Hebert presented the committee with an Insurance Coverage Review.  Mr. Tyson asked that members look over this and let him know if there’s anything we need to add or change. 

3. Discuss 2013-2014 budget vs. actual – Mr. Tyson discussed amendments to the budget and stated that we are in tolerance of 66%, which is what we projected.  Motion by Commissioner Karen Jewell, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne to approve the amended budget vs. actual.  Mr. Tyson advised the committee that we were contacted by the Legislative Auditor’s Office to see if we were interested in extending our contact with Griffin & Company for an additional 3 years.  The cost of the audit was $1500/year. The proposed fees for the next 3 years will be $1920/year.  Motion by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the 3 year contact with Griffin and Company.   

There being no further business before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Daniel Hebert, Chairman


/s/Earl Matherne, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member


/s/Karen Jewell, Member
/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman







President John Grezaffi recognized Mr. Sid Hebert of Brown and Brown Insurance.  Mr. Hebert distributed a commercial insurance proposal for the board’s review.  He said while reviewing the policies currently being held by the Levee District, they discovered we had no Public Officials and Directors Liability Policy in place.  Also, terrorism coverage was excluded, and this policy takes care of that.  The only thing excluded from this policy is wiring bank funds through the internet.  However, Mr. Tyson said we now make transfers no larger than $50,000 or less, which falls under our current coverage.
Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Bill Flynn and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Insurance/Finance Committee meeting on February 19, 2014 and approve adding the cost of $13,744.60 for the additional insurance policy to our budget.








* * * * *







Mr. Tyson advised the Board that the Corps of Engineers has requested two rights of entry for two slides on the West Guide Levee.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to approve both requests.








* * * * *







The Commissioners discussed money placed in the Farm Bill in Congress to appropriate $20 Million dollars to eliminate feral hogs.  Commissioner Barry Soileau asked our attorney, Mr. Steve Marionneaux, to look into the legality of arming our personnel to get rid of hogs.

Mr. Rick Dugas briefly addressed the Board of Commissioners.  He said there is a Levee Certification School next month in New Orleans, but all the Commissioners are current.  








* * * * *







Mr. Steve Marionneaux reported that in reference to the Dugas matter, he has contacted their counsel and advised that we are seeking a pretrial date within 30 days.  In reference to the Pointe Coupee Seepage matter, he spoke to one of the appraisers, who agreed to contact the second appraiser and have the appraisals completed by March 1st.  He said he emailed them both this morning when the appraisals had not arrived, but did not receive a response.  He will contact them again tomorrow.  President John Grezaffi said this puts us in a bad position where we cannot tell the owner what is going on until these appraisals are received.  Mr. Marionneaux said their attorney understands where we are, but is requesting that someone come and visit with the owner and answer some questions.  Mr. Marionneaux said we cannot estimate damages until the project is complete.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried, since time is of the essence on this matter, the board authorize the President and Legal Counsel to draft and send a letter to the appraisers urging them to send the information to us now.  







* * * * *







The Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana will hold their 29th Annual Workshop at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, on May 1-2, 2014.  








* * * * *







There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                        John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

